
Tzu Chi Recently Launched Humanitarian Relief Programs for Syrian 

Refugees in Istanbul 

Tzu Chi is again pitching in for relief effort dedicated to Syrian refugees. 

In Jordan, Tzu Chi has long been providing care and humanitarian aid in 

response to the Syrian Crisis. This year, Tzu Chi Taiwan has drawn up plans 

to step up its relief effort for Syrian refugees in Turkey. 

There are over 300,000 Syrian refugees in Istanbul. Findings from a 

field survey in Istanbul by Tzu Chi volunteers show that Syrian refugees are 

facing difficulty to start a new life. Although most of them have shelter, 

their dwellings are worn out and they are in need of daily necessities. They 

could hardly find a job or send their children to school. There is marked 

difference in the language and food, among others, of the Syrians and the 

locals.  Generally, these refugees are living in a dire condition and 

desperate for assistance. 

On October 6, the first distributions of relief aid were carried out in 

Gaziosmanpşa and Arnavutköy, benefitting 510 Syrian families. Each family 

(with an average of six members) received four bags of supplies weighing 

32.5kg and worth US $42 in total. Among the supplies were pasta, rice, 

wheat, red lentils, green lentils, sunflower oil, flour, sugar, tomato sauce, 

chickpeas and white kidney beans. These were basic relief items needed in 

their daily lives. 

The first distribution was held at the compound of the HAKEV 

Foundation, where 300 portions were distributed. The second distribution 

took place on the first floor of the Arnavutköy Mosque, where volunteers 

handed out 200 portions. 

The relief supplies were packed by refugees recruited under the cash-

for-work program. These volunteers packed 500 portions in Gaziosmanpşa 

where the preparation took place. As most volunteers went to work or did 

odd jobs during the day, they could only gather together for the packing in 

the evening. Imbued with love and care, they worked swiftly without any 



trace of tiredness. We were certainly moved by the spirit demonstrated by 

these volunteers!   

Tzu Chi’s student volunteers from Taiwan arrived a day before the 

distribution to participate in the preparation work.  

Distribution began at 8am in Gaziosmanpşa. When it was over, 

volunteers immediately set off for the second distribution in Arnavutköy at 

2.30pm. Tzu Chi volunteer  Faisal Hu reminded volunteers to present the 

relief aid with both hands, a deep bow and said ‘Thank You’ to the 

recipients.  The distributions began after the reading of the Quran by the 

religious leader and speech of gratitude by representative of  Tzu Chi 

volunteers. The all-smiling volunteers sincerely felt the relief and respect 

of the refugees. It was truly a scene of peace and harmony! 

Total of 250 volunteers participated in the relief aid distribution. 

Syrian refugees and local residents also joined Tzu Chi volunteers to offer 

their help and service. Volunteers were very pleased for being able to 

contribute to the charitable cause. The recipients were genuinely delighted 

– some of them said that this was the aid relief they received with the most 

respect since they fled to Turkey. 

 Master Cheng Yen says, we must practice loving care and tolerance 

among each other in order to eliminate differences. Tzu Chi people pray 

with all their heart for a peaceful world without disaster.  

Relief aid distribution  in November: 

� Two distributions targeting at 1000 families will be carried out in 

Arnavutkoy and Sultangazi. 8-9 November: distribution of blankets; 15-

16 November: distribution of daily necessities  
� In addition, a survey will be conducted on the study rooms and other 

poor families for relief aid such as blankets and daily necessities, among 

others. 

For more information about Tzu Chi, please visit www.tzuchi.org. 



Below is a list of the relief supplies distributed in October for each : 

Item Quantity Item Quantity  

1.Pasta 6 packs 6.Sunflow

er oil 

2 liters  

2.Rice     2 kilograms 7.Flour     1 kilogram  

3.Wheat     1 kilogram 8.Sugar 2 kilograms  

4.Red lentils 1 kilogram 9.Tomato 

sauce 

1 kilogram  

5.Green 

lentils 

1 kilogram 10.Chickp

eas 
1 kilogram  

  11. White 

Kidney 

Beans  

1 kilogram  

End 


